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ABSTRACT

L1sa A. Barbetti

The FiTects of Single Parenthaod
on Juvenile Delinquency

1996
r. John Klanderman
saminar in Educational Psychology

The primary purpose of this study was to explore the effects of
paremtal separation and divorce on Lhe occurrence rate of delinguent acts
Comnilled by male youths. The age of the child at the time of parental
breakup, parental education, and parental employment were also measured
for effects on deiinquent behavior. The sample consisted of sixty male
youths between the ages of twelve and fourteen. The students were sampled
while in homercom at several Vineland, New Jersey public schools. The
data analyzed in Lhis study was obtained through admimistration of a
twetve question self report in which the students circled their responses.
The datda was examined using one-way analysis of variance. Several
relationships were established which can be used to help predict the
TikeTihood of a child engaging in delinquent behavior, The subjects from
broken Tamities reported sigmficantly higher rates of delinquent acLivity
than those fTrom married Tamilies. Second, the subjects who experienced
parentdl breakup at young ages reported the highest rate of delinquent
offenses. Next, the subjects with deiinguent behavior reporicd Yowor
paternal education levels Lhan nondelinguents. Finally, parental

employnent. did not have an effect on reported delinquent. behavior.



MINI-ABSTRACT

Lisa A. Barbetti

The Effects of Single Parenthood
on Juvenile Delinguency

1996

~ Dr. John Klanderman
Searinar in Fducalional Psychology

This study explored the effects of parental breakup on the occurrence
of male juvenile delinquency. The effects of time of paremtal breakup.
parental education, and parental employment were also examined. The
results revealed that delinquency was significantly related to parantal
marital status, parental education, and time of breakup, and was unretated

to parental employmernt.
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CHABTER 1 - THRE PROBLEM
rrofessicnals who deal with Juvenile Delinguenta [(JD)

tend to focus on the offense they have committed and therapy
o  help prevent the recurrence of this activity.
Unfortunatcely, little regearch or emphasis is placed on the
cause(=g) L[or J0. Due to various stressors that the vouth may
anoountet at the time, it is difficul: to idenkify gll of the
factors thzt contributed toward the delinguengy.

Personzal experience working with the JD population who
are producteg of divorced or separated parents has inepired
thig regesrch to determina if a significant relationghip
exiara batween JD and broken families. 7This study will alao
aramine geveral parental characteristice of the JD gsuple
group, as compared to Lwo parent wedels, to determine it
significant differences exist, and how they may affect ({he
child's behavicr. The results should he heneficial for
professionals who have the opportunity to work with children
at. risk for delinguency due to stated clrcum@banceas.
furpose

The primary purpose of this study'is to compare LChe
ooccurrence rate of the delincuent scte of mala youths between
the ages of twelve and fourtesn from two-parent families and

broken fTamilies resulting from divorce and separation. 1In

1



addition, the influence of timing of breakup, and differences
in parental education and employment between the JD and non-JD
population is also examined.

Hypothesis

Male vyouthg from broken families are more likely toO
engage in delingquent acts than male youths from two parent
families.

Theory

Historical Information: Despite the recent attentiocn JD
hag received, it is not a new phencmenon. Three hundred years
ago, John Locke, the great English educator, deplored
delinquency in much the same way that we do today. Bix
thousand years ago, an Egyptian priest carved on a stone, "Qur
earth ig degenerats.... Children neo longer obey their parents”
{(Johnson, 1959). Currently, increasing rateg of delinguency
are reason for sericus concern world wide.

Delinquency is congidered to be a legal concept that is
identified in various ways, depending on the time and place.
Tn our society, JD is most commonly applied Lo individuals
under eighteen vyears of age who exhibit behavior that is
punishable by law. It is important to conceptualize that what
we label delinquency includes not only sericus offenses such
as burglary, assault, and rape, but also “status offenses”
such as curfew wviolations, truancy, running away, sexual
misconduct, or "incorrigibility" that would not constitute

violation of the law if they were committed by an adult



{Binder, 19EE8).

g relaced to delingqusncy, the problems of ginglie
paranthood may have an adversge affect ¢n &1l invelved. Single
parenthood uwesually has a wvery emobtiomal, tragic, and
disruptive beginning. The problems facing the single parent
family are goma o©F the same problems facing the nuclear
family, but in this case there is only one parent to handle
the procblems. When single parenthood beging, the family may
have o move Lo a gmaller, lass cexpensive home in a leas
degirable naighborhond. Tha singlz parent will alsc have To
cope with making decisions about child care, discipline, and
other situations that may arise. The stregs and hardships of
this reorgenization may be compoundad 1f the children are
forced to change schoecls, leave old friends, and adjust to a
new neighborhood. These factors can lead to problems in
school, emoticnal withdrawal, deviant Dehawvior, and JD.

The significance of the broken home to delinguency has
varied in research depending on whether other charazctaristics
of families have been taken in to account, as well as the
severitv of the ¢rime, West and Farrington (1973} take the
position that being raised by ome parent id aot the cause in
the pure cense. It is only the tip of a bigger spectrum. The
West and Farriaghton study reveals that the primary {agtor is
not so much the separation of Lthe parents, but the turmoil
that may have led up to the scparatiom. Parental

precccupation with tensions and problems in the marital



relationship may result in reduced time with children and to
inconsistent monitoring and regulating of children's
behavicors. Thus, c¢hildren may engage in "acting ouwt™ behavior
and develop symptoms as either conscious o©or unconscious
attempts to attain thelr parent's attention. additionzally,
children may respond to conflict in the family by developing
their own problems as a means of functionally adapting to the
digtregsed family's system (Minuchin, 1974).

Many theorists have developed theories lirking JD and
single parent families. The following information is based on
theoretical perspectives of JD and how it may be linked to &
broken home environment.

From & social thecretical point ¢f view, the family
determines the culture into which a child is born. It is the
culture and subcultura that defines the expectaticns, norms,
and values that g¢hildren are to internalize. If the family is
effective in helping youths intermalize these norms, their
chances of remaining nondelinguent are increased. Howsver, if
the family i8 not efifective, the youths may becore dalinguent
in behavior as defipned by a larger society. 2dditionally,
other variables such as those involved in the broken home have
been found to correlate with delincuent behavier.

Many of the social structural theories emphasize that the
type cf broken home may be important in explaining specific
delincuent behaviors. QGeisnmar and Wocd (1986) suggest that

z favorable home atmogphere can do much te neutrelize the



adverse atfect of having only one parent in tne home, and that
peychosocial behavior and [unctioning may he the best
perspective [or undergtanding family dynamics. From =a
gociological point of view, the avents preceding the formal
breakup 1s the wmajor coatributing factor to delinguent
behavior, amd this is cften overlooked 1in studies of broken
homes. Family tension is believed to significantly contribute
to delingquent behavior. The associated tersiorn can stem from
hatred, hostility, and bicksring. This type of activigwy
between parents obviously does not make the ¢hild feel sacurs.
When & great deal of tepgion and hogtility exiasts in the homes,
tha yvoungstar 18 often forced to £ind "peace of mind" in
groups outside the family envircoment, a breeding ground for
delipnguency.

An additional gomponent in the socicloglical perspective
is the control theory. This theory hypothesizes that a person
is frees to commit delincuent acts bedause of Deelingg thab hisg
ties to Lhe conventional world have baen hroken. The affscted
youth may drift into delinquency bescause ha is no longer under
the influence of social coptrel. In thig tcheory, ths problem
of delinguangy is gtated in such z way that neither the
cquestion of goals nor the guestion of <auges is directly
coneiderad. The guestion, "Why do thay de 1k¥", is not the
cuastion that the theory seeks to explain. The guestion is
"Why don't we do it?". BSocial control thecories agsume that

everybody is capable of comiciing offenass and that we all



have certain unfulfilled needsz. Tn respect to the broken
home, the unfulfilled nesds might be the absence ol a parent
or the need to be in a normal environment withoul marital
atressors.

Personality theorists also have pergspectivas of broken
homes in relation to delinguency. FKaren Horney discusses a
neurotic persgonalivy, foousing on basic anxiety as Lthe main
concapt . Basic anxiety stems fLrom anything that causes
insecurity in the child, especially in relationship to the
parent's marriage. Tha child may try to cope with thea
feelings of anwxiaety by wvarious adjustments and irrational
Elat - If the anxieties are intense and prolongsed, thesa
adjustment methods become corystallized into  enduring
motivational patterng, in tha Form of "neurotic needs”.

Tha neurctic needs, asc discussed by Horney, bhacome
excescive and unrealistic. They are called neurotic because
they become excesgive and uncontrollable forces in the
adolegcent pargonality. All of us have needs, but in the case
of divorce or gseparation, the need to have bhoth parents
reunited, and the stress involvad in the separation, can leave
the child feeling abandomad. The child feels as though his
needs are not met and may turn Lo delingquency.

Onn the ¢ontrary, the psychoanalytic theory relateg Lo
delinquancy in respeect to the three partg of the personality:
the id, ego, and superego. The id 18 the source of motivation

of all our needs and dasiress, without any regard for right,



WO, Or CONBequences.

Tha egc 18 tha part of the personality that 1g concerunad
with the relationship between the id and the oubslde world.
The ogo strives to secure the needs and desires of the id. 1If
the demands cannot be gratified, the ego induces the id o
give up, medify the demand, or accept changes.

The superego begine to develop when the ego matures
{around the age of six). The suparego incorporates the
moralg, virtues, and prohibitions of the parents. When these
rulag ara violated by the vouth, guilt [eselings develop.
sychoanalysts theorize that JD 13 a Bahavior problem caused
by an inner conflict between the adolescent's super ego and
the oral, anal, and phallic impulses of the id. The guperago
mAay bha abnormal or underdeveloped. It may havae a defect
caused by a negative emctional experience suffzred during
childhood, resulting in abnormal behavior at puberty.

Tf tha negative behavior is extremely serlous, tha youth
may not develop a superego. A youth witheut a superego does
not feel quilty. Hig crimes may be extremely severe. He may
rapa or kill without feeling remorse. Alge, a youth with =
wezk or defective supersgs will not be zble to challenge or
contrel the primitive urges af the cral, anal, and phallle
stages, a5 well as the lack of morals and valuas related to
divorce or separablon. Tharafore, the early-childhood
behavior is expregged at puberty as delinguent bhehavior.

Psychoanzlysts have discovered that the absence of a



parent during infancy and early childhood can cause the ¢hild
to develop & distorted image of masculinity an/er femininity.
The affected child may imitate a role model outsids of the
family who Las criminal tendencies. Children of single
parentg of the opposite sex usually have te lock to the
community for the same-sex role model.

The developmental stage thearists present a coatrasting
opinion of the causes of delinguency. Eric Erickscon divided
parsonality inte eight psychosocial ¢rigis gtagas. If the
child's interaction with parents and others in the environment
is pmormal, the personality development will be good. IL the
child is faced with the stressors involved in the separation
cf the family as they mova through the early stages of their
perscnality development, sbnormal persgonality development may
result and the child may express their personality Dy
committing delingquent acts.

In agreemsnt with the soc¢ial theory, the role theory
gtates that a c¢hild grows dinte his role through gocizal
intaraction with the family and environment. The parents and
siblings usually serve as role models for the child. If there
is geparaticn and stresg in the family during early chrildhaod,
the child may develop azn inability to effectively manipulate
the environment. The inability to effectively adaspt ¢
gociety may be manifested in delinguent behavicr.
Definitions

1. Broken Homeg - Homes in which one parent is absent due to



divorce or separation.

. Crystallized - Abilities acquired as the result of cultural

experiences.
Favorable Home Atmosphere - A family structure that fits an
acceptable image in most aspects in which the ¢hild feels

safe and comfortable in his/her enpvironment.

Assumptions

The participsting teachers distributed the questionnaires
to 21l boys in the selected classes. The teachers were
trained to read only the directicns and to remind the
students before beginning and after five minutes that

thig is anonymous and to be as honest as posgible.

. The questionnaires were distributed during homeroom pericds

re reflect a random sampling of students representing
various acadamic, cultural, and sacioeconcmic

hackgrounds .

Limttations

1. Due to aducaticnal differences, there mav be gseveral
gtudants who nave difficulty reading the qguestionnaires.

2. The accuracy of the resultg is limited by the honesty and
knowledge of the subjects providing the seli-report
information.

Overview

The aforementioned theories cn Jh and bhroken families

provide a framework to their relationship. However, theories

tend to be broad and can be applied to numsrous areag of



study. Statistical dats provided through research is a
clearer indicator of the existence of significant
relaticonships.

In Chapter Two, a review of literature regarding the
relationship between JD and broken families will ke cconducted.
Additionally, the strengths and weaknesses of the studies will
be reviewed and surmarized. A discussion section at the end
of the litersture review will summarize the findings and
ingroduce Chapter Three.

In Chapter Three, & design of the study will be reviewsad
in which the following information is described: the sample,
the operational measures, the testable hypotheses, the design,
and the analveis. A summary of Chapter Three will briefly
reflect important aspects contained in the chapter as well as
lead into Chapter Four. In Chapter Four, the analvzed resulis
will bhe presentad along with summaries of the statistical

studiss.

10



CHAPTER 2 - BEVIEW OF LITERATIIRE

Minimal research exists which Locuses on the relationship

between broken familieg and JD. Three assocliated studies will
be discugsed to review thelr strengths, weaknesses, and
relevant findings.
Birst Study The first study, "A Longitudinal Study on the
Trpact of Parental Divorce on Adeolescents® Evaluations of Self
and Parents", was published in the Journal of Adolescence (T.
Parish, §. Wigle, 1985). Thig study is being reviewed first
to gain an understanding of how children from intact families
rate themselves as compared with children of family who
recently underwent the trauma of & divorce.

The gtudy was conducted over a three year time span
{1978-1982) during which six~hundred and thirty-nine students
from fourteen FKansasd gchool districts were asked to complete
various forms of the Personal Attribute Inventory Lor Children
(PAIC) . After both sets of PAIC were oollected, three
randomly selected experimental groups consisting of thirty
subjects each were chosen. The intact group consigted of
families that were intact at the time of the 1979 collection

and remained intact up to the 19882 collecticn. The second
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group consisted of those subjects who had experienced father
zbsence due to divorce prior te the 1979 ¢ollecting of the
data with a mother whe did not remarry. The third group
consisted of subjacts from families that were intact durlng
the 1879 collection but experienced Lather 1038 prior to the
1982 cellection of data,

The rescarch rovaoalaed that the findings were congistent
at both times of asssessment. Subjectg of the intact group
tended to evaluate themsaelves and thelr parents signiticantly
move pogitively than did subkjects of the diverced group. From
thiszs data, it can alsc be concluded that f£ather absence
gubsequent to divorce is strongly asscciated with relatively
negative evaluations of self and pzarent on the part of
children. (T. Parish, 2. Wigle, 1985).

The results of this study provided an ovarall view of how
children rate themgelves and their parents atter parental
divorce as compared to ratings from children of intact
families. Ons significant weakness of thisg study was that
children £illad cut the geale aftsr they sxperienced diveorce.
There was no information to determine if the divorcing procegsg
itself was associated wilh behavicral and/or atbtitudinal
changag in the children who experienced it. OCther significant
weaknesses are related to the lack of informatiom regarding
the subjecte of gtudy. The bhreakdowns of the ages and sex of
tha +dndividuals in the sample were not provided in the

published literature. A signilicant stréength of this study

12



wags the large sample zize used.

The results of this study ave related to the emotional
aspects of divorce as reported in the participants’® selE
evaluations., Divorce can be significantly traumatic to all
family members. As with most crisis situations, the effects
of divorce generally tend to diminisgh with time. However, the
emotional events that lead up to the divorce, and the
separation subsequent to divorce, tend to be associated with
nEgativé CULCOHEes . Depending on the family dynamics and
abilitiag to cope, thege children are at higher risk for JD
than those children from intact families (K.Camars, G.Resnick,
1989} .

o ud: The second study, titled "Long-Term EEfects
of Parental Divorce on Young aAdult Male Crime", was published
in the Jourmal of Youth and Adolescence (B.Mednick, {.Reznick,
D.Hocevar, R.Baker, 1987). Four-hundred and tCwenty-three
males were randomly selected from a Danish birth cohort. The
information about criminality that constitutes the outcome
variable in this study was cbtained from the Danisgh Waticnal
Police Register. The Danigh Police Regiszster, which documents
all police contacts, has been described as being beyond
criticism with respect to validity and reliabilicy. According
Lo M.E.Wolfgang (1877), this register is probably the most
accurate of the Western world.

The subjects of this study included all deliveries that

took place at the State University Hospital (Rigshospitalet in
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Copenhagen) over an approximately two year time span from
Septenber 195% through December 1951. The subjects anzlyzed
in thig gtudy are from the male sub-szmple of an approximately
ten percent random sample of the origiral subject populatien,
This sub-sample was followed up to ages nineteen Lo twenty-ons
to examine the influence of bkiclegical and eunvircnmental
factors on davelopmental outcomes. The sample representad
the entire range cof social cconomic status (SES) distribution,
but had =2 slightly lower mean than the general Dapish
population, likely due to the location of the inmer-city
hospital.

The boys were divided inte three subgroups based on
family structure: traditional families [(mother, father, and
child), divorced familiess who started out as two-parentc
families (mother, c<hild, and lack of biolpgical father}, and
non-traditional families (child and grandpareut/other
relatives). The time of divorce was divided into thres age
periods: praschool (0-4 wyears), latency ({5-10 years), and
adolegcence (11-1% yearg) .

The results of this study revealed that young adults had
the highest number of arrests when they ¢ame from the divorcad
or non-traditional familiez. The child's age at the time of
the divorce was insignificant, as the regultg indigcatad that
thiz factor was not related o the arrest rate.

A weakness of the study is the fact that the sampling

represented only one nationality (Danish). additional
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weaknesses are rhe unknewn aspects regarding the familial
situations such as the child's relationship with the parents,
and the lack of information regarding communication between
the divorced parents. Strengths in this study include the use
of families with comparable SES, and the large guantity of
data collected over significant periods of time.

Third Study Professionals may question the type of future
that children from broken homes may fLace., The third study,
titled rpatcerng of Family TInsatability and Crime: The
Asscciation of Timing of the Family's Disruption with
Subsegquent Adclescent and Young Adult Criminality®, is &
follow-up of the previcus Danish study, and was also published
in the Sournal of Youth and Adolascence (B.Mednick, R.Baker,
and T,.Carothers, 1990). Data was uzed from a sampie of four-
hundred and ten males, ages ninetsen to btwenty-one, whoe [OCk
part in an eighteen year Lanish Prospective Ferinatal Cohort
follow-up study.

This study revealed the iwmportance cf the definition of
the broken home versus the stable home. Simply coding bhe
home as either broken or intact tends to obscure other
variables regarding the actual stability of the howe., Other
factors affecting the chances of JD were 8SES, criminzl
tehavior of the father, and the age of the child at the time
of parental breakup.

The results of this study suggested that youths who

experianced significant changes in SES -due to divores
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correlated with highar rates of criminal activities. This was
most proncunced in the youths whe experienced instability
during the first eleven years of age. Additionally, the
vouths who experienced ceontinued stability of SES throughout
and after the divorce occurred had lower rates of criminal
hehavior.

The correlation between criminal behavior of the father
prior to divorce hag significant independent aggogiations with
criminal behavior in the male offspring. The following data
regarding the affects on the child relabad to the timing of
rhe divorce arc highly correlated with criminal behaviar.
Overall, if the unstable Tamily stabilized before tha male
reached age Lwelva, the association wag insignificant.
Instability during adol=scence ¢learly constituted a strong
correlation of criminal behavior, Divorce coupled willl ona
more changes within the family structure was related Lo the
highest level of delinguent behavior cbserved in this sample
(65%) .

The strengths of this study consisted of the large sample
size used, as well as the relatively long test duration. The
rasults of thic study were comprehansive, with few weaknesses
evident to this reviewer. A3 in the previous study discussed,
the sample group consisted of omly one nationality.
Tnformation regarding the present stability of the young men
who were involvad in criminal behavior during adolescence

would be of interest. UHowever, thers was no mention regarding
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thizs issu=. Additionally, the follow-up study did not
reference all of the research in ths firgt study.

Of eourge, acientific data 13 useful in making
judgements, However, as professionals in the context of the
social fislds, a journsy should be taken backward toward the
root of the problem, the effects of the bhroken homa on
children. when the father is absent, the mother is often the
wage earnar, the disciplinarian, and the main support of the
family. With only so many hours in a day, and more than one
child in the family, time is limited., 2 question of concern
is how do these children cope with diverce within their own
limits? Robert M. Regoli, Phlr. in Sociology (195%4), was able
to capture "voices of children atter divorce" as [ollows:

"On Mother's Day, everyone wasg making c¢arvds. The ather

kide asked 'why aren't you making one?' I just didn't say

anything".

"I have a dream cvery night that there's a dragon tLhat

looks like my dad and he's eating my mom.”

B My parenté took my neck and they wers choking me and

saying, 'Sha's mine, no she's mine . '*

"l love my Lather, but T don't know if he loves me.®
Eurmary

Children from broken familiesg are often confusad regarding
their present and future. The situation may bring about
feelings of loneliness and lack of attention I[rom parental

figures. For this reason, children may geek compasasion from
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their peers. If a sense of conpassion and security is not
acknowledged f£rom their peer group, they may go oune step
further and becomne involved in delinguency. Such actions may
help to get accepted inte a group as well as gain the
attention of parents who did nct have time for them when they
were good.

A review of the first study revealed a significant
relationship of negative feelings <f self and parents
following divorce. The dependent variable meaguras
{evaluation of self, mother, and father) of each group were
analyzed usging a repeated measures analysis of variance
technigquas.

A significant main effect for structure was found for
sach dependent variasble (evaluation of self, F{3,112]1=13.28,
p«<.001; evaluation of mother, Ff3,1121=37.40, p=.001;
evaluation of father, F[3,1121=33.55, p<.001).

A significant main effect for time of asgsessment was
found for each dependent variable (evaluation of self,
Fl1,112]1=5.88, p=.05; evaluation of mother, F[1,112}=11.33,
p<.001; evaluation of father, F[1,112]=11.53, p<.001).

The findings of this study reflected that children who
were living in intact families were found to consistently
avaluate themselves and their parents more poesitively than
those children who experisnced parental divorce. The study
focused on the perspective of the emotiony of the child

involved in parental divorce. Throughout the divorce, this is
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one area that is at times, overlooked by the parents.

The second study was =z review of research regarding the
long-term effects of parental divorce on young adult males.
The results were as follows: The number of arrest per subject
as of 1981 wasg analyzed by family struckure group
{traditional, divorced or other nentraditional familiesg) in a
aone-way analysis of wvariance. The results supported the
hypothesis that the number of juvenile arrests is associated
with the type of family structure. [F(2,420)=4.81, p<.0Ll].

Past hoc comparisons of means using the Tukey B procedure
indicated that diverced and other nontraditicnal familizs did
not differ. However, there were differences between divorced
and traditional families (p<.05). The subjects tended Lo have
a higher number of arrests when from divorced or other
nontrazditional families ag compared with the rates of arrests
within a traditicnal family structure.

The results relating to the child's age at the time of
divorce and the number of related arrests did not appear to be
gystematically ralated. Howaver, there was = slightly higher
rate of criminal arrests if the divorcee ocourrad between the
ages of sleven to fifteen. For a sample of forty males, means
of 1,50, 1,34, and 1.60 corresponded to age groups, 0-4, 5-10,
and 11-15, respactively.

Research from- the third study, a follow-up to the
praevious study, revealed that diverce was cﬁly one factor in

the brokesn home and that other facters such as 8ES, <¢riminal

13



activity of the father, and the timing of the divorce shomld
be considered,

The results indicated that koth the SES level and
father's criminality are gignificantly related to type of
family structure (F[2,3801=14.05, p<.001 and F[2,399]= 12.060,
p<. 001 regpectivaly). For SES, Tukey B post hod comparisons
raflacted that the intact family differed significantly from
the divorced family (p<.05).

The research regarding the age of onset of ¢riminal
activity was revealed through chi-sgquare analygia. The test
was determined to be statistically ingignificant. Only 16% of
the total sample wasg over age =ightcen of the time ol the
firgt c¢riminal charge, and approximately the same rates of
early versus late onset of criminal behavior ware found within
the study.

The regultg of thase studias provided support L[or thigz
atudy's hypothesis which states that male youths from broken
families are more likely Lo engage in delinguent acts than
male vouths from two parent homes. The review of the studies
ravealed that other variables in combination with the process

of divorce may significantly affect the child.
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CHAFTER 3 - DESTGN OF THR STUDY

Sample

The sampling procedures used for thig study was designed
to represent a normal disgtribution of the adolescent, male,
public school population. The population was represented Dy
a total sampla size of sixty males between twelve and Iourteen
vaears of age ftrom the Vineland New Jersay Public Bchool
System. The subjects actended *middla school", which consisted
of sixth, seventh, and sighth grade students. The ztudents
wera sampled during homercom in ordar to obtain a random
distribution of ethnic, social, academic and SES backgrounds.
Meagures

The data was collected through the administration of a
sclf-report by the subjecis'’ teachers during homercom. The
cquestions in the gelf report addressed parental marital
atatus, employment, oducation, a8 well as the number of
offenses and the age of the subject at the time of tha
breakup, Additional gquestions were included to identify other
potential variables which may be eramingd in future studies.
The self report waes comprised of twalve guestions.

Administracion of the self reports wae guperviged by the
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homeroom teachers. The students weres ensured anonymity to
prevent potential bias from fear of providing potentially
gelF-inTlicting responges, The questions in the self report
waeres randomly ordered, and reguired the student to circle one
response for each guestion.

The 2ubjectsd were dJdivided into thres groups Dbased on
family structure: married, divorced, and separated. Time of
the brealup was divided into three periods; preschool (0-4
vears}, latency (5-10 years), and adolesgenca {(11-15 years).

The outoome measurs, ocriminal behavior, was divided into
six levels: 0-5 or more arreste. The offenses were divided
into two types, status and serioud, but ho differentiation was
made between the types of crime in this study.

FParental employment history was divided into three types
for each parent: unemployed, part-time, and [ull-time,
Parental education wag divided into four lewvels Ior each
parent, based on the highest degree pursued: high school,
trade sgchovl, Lwo-year ¢ollege, and four-year collaga. These
measures provide insight into the student's SES.

Desigo

The experiment was designed teo generate data for analygias
waing infaerential statistica in order to make a generalization
regarding the relationship between parental marital status and
J0

lc H begi

Mull hypothesis: Parental marital statug and delinguengy
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zra independent for twelve to fourteen year old male youths.
Analysis

To test the null hypothesis, which states that parental
marital status and delingquency are independent, against an
alternative hypothasis which states that the characteristics
are dependent, & one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) will be
conducted. A level of significance of 0.05 will ke used to
determine the critical value of F. If the cbserved ¥ exceeads
the critical value, it is unlikely that the samples were from
pcpulations with ecual meang.

Summary

A review of chapter three entails that a sample of sixty
students from various ethnic¢ and SES backgrounds will be used
as a representaticn in this sample., The studeats will Dbe
directed to answer a self report questionnaire pertaining to
juvenile delinguency and marital status of their parents. The
questiconnaire contains twelve gquestions, each requiring one
word responses,

Inferaential statistics will D& used to generate 4dn
analysis of data regarding the relationship between parental
status and J@. A cne-way ANOVA will be used to test the nall
hypothesis. Analysis of the results and discussicn will

Eollow.
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rview

The analysis strategy used in thig study examined the
cffects of four saparate, but possibly related activities.
The first activity described the differential amounts cf male
youth ¢riminal behavior adross three family structurs types:
married, divorced, and separated. Second, the divarced and
separated subgroups was examined to determine whether the
timing of the breakup in the child's life had any differential
effecta on the level of delinguent activity committed. Next,
parental education levels were examined for a relationship
with the delinquent activity of mals vyouths. Finally,
parental employment wag examined for a relationship with the
delinguant activity of male youths.
Hypothesgis 1 - Parental Marital Status

The primary null hypothesis, which stated that the
samples representing the three structure groups (married,
divorced, or geparatad) are from populationsg with egual meang
(offensas per student), was rejected. The number oEf
delinguent offenses per student was analyzed by family

structure group in a one-way analvsis of wvariance (ANQOVA),
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Tatle 4.1 shows the ANOVA, alonyg with the statistical summary
for the number of offengea par subject from each Family
strucbure group. The results support the alternate hypothesis
that the mean number of offengeg paer subject is differentially

aggociated wich the type of family structure [F(Z,57) =3.1E,

p=-05].
Table 4.1
Eummary of the Offepsze Rate For the Thzoe Familv Structures
PARENTAL STANDARD
STATUS N MEAN MTHIMIM  MAXIMOM  DEVIATION
Marrisd 20 0.79 o [ 1,57
Divorced 17 2.06 0 & 2.04
Separated 14 1.93 0 G 2.18
ONE-WAY ANOVA RESTILTS
EOURCE D¥ 5% M5 E B
Between Groups 2 21.%6 10.98 3.1B 0.05
Within Groups 57 106 .69 3.45
Total 59 218.58

3ince the ANOVA test resulted in reqjecticon of tha ovarall
null hypothesis, post-hoc congarigons of the paired means were
performed using the Fisher L3D (least significant difference},
a protacted t-test procedure. ‘the regvlis indicate that the
means of the divorced apnd separated groups did not differ
[p<.0%, Probkabilitys 0.87]. However, there were gignificant
differences between the divorced and married groups [p«.05,
Frobability=0.021, &and tha separated and married groupd
[pe .05, Probability=0.04]. The subjects Erom diverced and
paparated families reported the highest numbar of delingquent
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affenses.

Hypothesis 2 - Age of Child at Time of Breakup

The second null hypothesis stated that the age of the
child at the time of the parental diverce or separation has =
differential effect on subsequent delinguent behavier. T
assess the importance of the subject's age during the hreakup,
the time of ocgurrence was divided into three categories on
the basis of the child's age at the time of the breakup:
preschool (0-4 years), latency (5-10 years), and adolescence
{11-15 years). Table 4.2 presents the mean number of offensges
committed for the three time-cf-breakup categories. The null
hypothesiz was rejected based on the results of a one-way
ANOVA which indicated that the time of divorce or geparation
is Gifferentially related to the number of offenses committed

{F{2,28) =4.29, p<.05].

Table £.2
Gffense Rates of the A f Parental Grouw
AGE , STANDARD
GROUE N MELN MINTMUM  MAXIMOM  DEVIAT
Preschool 4 4._00 0 & 2.45
Latency i3 2.39 o ) 2.10
hdolescence i4 1.07 o 3 1.14
ONE-WAY ANOVD RESULTS
SOTURCE DF S8 MG F B
Between Groups 2 30.00 15.040 4.29 D.o2
Within Groups 28 98.00 3.50
Total 340 128 .04

Post-hoc comparisons using the protected t-test procedure
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indicated that the means of the preschool and latency grcups,
as well as the latency and adolescence groups, did not differ
[p<.05, Frobability=0.22 and p«.05, Probability=0.06
respectively], although the probabilities that they are from
populations cf egqual means is very low. However, there was a
significant difference between the preschool and adolescence
groups  [p<.05, Probability=0.01]. The subjects who
experienced a parental breakup at 2z young age reported the
highegt mumber of delinguent offensez.

H i - Par 1 i 1,

The third null hypothesis stated that cthe parental
education level has a differential effect on the child's
subgequent. delinquent activity. To determine the degree of
zssociation between parental esdusation and criminal behavior,
four lavels of education were established based on the highest
degree pursued: High School (Level Q), Trade School (Level 1),
Two-Year College (Level 2), and Four-Year College (Level 3).
Table 4.3 presents the mean parental educaticn levels for
vouths with and without reported delingueni bshavior. The
maternal and paternal mean education level cf the two groups
was compared wuging two-tailed t-tests. There was o
gignificant difference in the mean maternal education levels
[p=.0%, Prcbhability= 0.53]. However, ‘the third »oull
avpothesis was rejected due to the significant difference
begween the two paternal education levels [p<.05, Probabilitys=

0.01]. The subjects who reported a history of delinguent
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beshavior reported a lower mean paternal education level than

those without reported delinguent behavior.

Table 4.3

Delingquent 28 1.11 ] 4 1.23
Non-delinguent 3z 1.31 D 3 1.24

Delinguent 28 0.71 0 3 1.19
Non-del inquent 32 1.63 0 3 1.32
5§ hasis 4 -~ Pare 1 n

The fourth null hypothesis stated that parental
employment has a differentisl =ffect on the child's subseguent
delinquent activity. To determine the degree of association
betwesn parental employment and criminal behavior, three {ypes
of employment were established: Unempleoyed (Type 0}, Part-Time
Employed (Type 1), and Full-Time Employed (Type 2}. Table 4.4
pragents the maean parental employment type for youths with and
without reported delinquent behavior, The maternzal and
paternal mean employment types were compared between the Lwo
groups using two-tailed t-tests. Therse was no significant
difference in the mean maternal ¢r paternal employment levels
[pc.05, Probability= 0.68 and p<.08, Probebility=0.87
respectively], therefore failed tc reject the null hypothesis.
The subjects who reportaed a history of delinguent behavior
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reporced statistically equal parental employment means to

those without reportad delinguent behavior.

Table 4.4

Delinquent: 28 1.29 0 2 0_80
Non-delingquent 32 1.38 0 2 D.82

Delinquent 28 1.82 0 2 0.54
Non-del inquent 32 1.84 0 2 .51
Summary

The first hypothesis stated that the married (x,=0.7%),
divorced (x,=2.06), and separated (x,=1.93) subgroups represent

populaticons with unegqual means (delinquent offenses per

student) . Table 4.5 summarizes the outcome:
Table 4.5
Summary of the Offense Rate for the Three Family Structuras
H, TEST 51 R P RETECTED
Ry =, =y One-Way JNOVA 0.056 Q.05 Yes
*, =%, Two-Tailed T 0.0h 0.02 Yes
3, =0 Two-Tailed T 0.05 0 .05 Yes
A =M, Two-Tailed T 0.05 0.B7 Nao

The second hypothegis stated that the three age at the

time of breakup subgroups: preschool (x,=4.0), latency (x,=
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2.4}, and adolescence (x,=1.,1) subgroups rapreseni populations
with unequal reported criminal activity. Table 4.6 summarizes

the outcome;

Table 4.4
pEfcpse Rator of the Three Aga of Papontal Breakup Groups

i TEST TGNTHY E REJRECTEL
x, =K. =X, One-Way ANDYA 0.05 0.02 Yeg
X, = Two-Tailed T 0.0a5 0.24 No
x, =, Tyo-Tailed T 0.058 0.01 Yag
A, =00, Two-Tailed T 0.05 0.0e Ko

The third hypothasis staked that the delinguent youthg'
maternal (x,-=1.1) and paternal (x,=0.7) education levels was
diffarent than the respective nondelinguent maternal {x,=1.3)
and paternal (x,=1.6) education levels. Table 4.7 summarizes
the outcome:

Table 4.7

Parcntal FEducatiop bewals for JD and pon-Jl) Croups

H THRST 5T I E P RETRCTED
X =X, Two-Tailed T 0.05 0.53 WO
=3 Twoa-Tailed T 0_05 0_.01 Yes

The fourth hypothezeis stated that the delingquent youths!
maternal {(x,=1.3) and paternal (¥,=1.8) cmployment levels wag
different than the respective nondelinquent maternal (x,=1.4)
and paternal (x,=1.8) employment levels. Table 4.8
summarizes the ouLdomés;

Table 4.8
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Two-Tailed T
Two-Tailed T
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CHAPTRER 5 __ MCTUOS TONE

Snmmazry

The  purpose of this study was Lo correlate
characterietics of single parents ag compared to two parent
family structures to debtermine their affect on juvenile
delinguancy, Many theorists hawve conducted research to
axplain the causes of juwvenile delinguency, but have diffarant
perspecLives pertaining to the reaacns for this behavior. &R
gummary of tha thaories iovolved in the explanation of the
relationship between the broken home and JD are ag fallows:

1. Social Theorstical: It ig the mulbtura and sub-
culture that children are Lo internalize. If the family is
effecrive in helping youths internalize these norme, their
chances of remaining nondelinquent are increased. However, if
the family is not effective, the youths may become delinquent.

2. Caontrcl Theaory: This thecry hypothegizes that a
person is free to comnit delinguent acts because of feelings
thar hig ties to the convantional world have been broken. The
affected youth may drift into delinguency becauge ha/sha is no
longer under the influence of gecial control.

E Paerdcnalily Theory: Earcn Horney, 2 personality
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rheorist, suggests that all of us have needs, but in the cage
of divorge or separation, the need to have bhoth parents
raunited, and the stress involved in Lhe sepavation can leave
the child to feel a= though his needs arc not met and the
child may turn Lo delinguency.

4, Pgychoanalytic Theory: Pgychoanatysts have
discovered that the absence of a parent during infancy and
early childhood can cauge the child to develop a distcorred
image of masculinity and or femininity. The affected child
may imitztz a role model ocutside of the family who has
criminal tendencies.

£. Developmental Theory: BErik Brickson, a developmental
theorigt, suggests that if a ckild's interactlong with the
parents and others in the environment 1s normal, the
personality developwent will be good. If the child is faced
with gtregscrs involved in separation as they move through the
sarly stages cf their personality dJdgvelapment, abnormal
parsonality may result and the child may ecxpress their
personality by committing delinguent acts.

£. Role Theory: The parents anpd giblings serve as role
models for the child, Tf there i3 separation and stress in
the family during early childhood, the c¢hild may develop an
inabiiity to adjust to society which may be manifested in
delinquent behavior.

Tn addition to the wealth of theories, several studies

wera reviewed regarding the relationghip between the broken
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home and delinquency. The first study, "A Longitudinal Study
on the Impact of Parental Diverce and Adolescents' Bvaluatlonsg
of Self and Parents", was reviewed in order to gain an
understanding of how children of an intact family rate
themselves as compared with childran of a family who recently
underwent a divorce or Separation. Ths research reveals that
the findings were consistent at both tCimes of assassment.
subjects of the intact group tended to avaluate themselves and
their parents significantly more positively than did subjecis
of the diveorced group.

The results of the second z2tudy, "Leng Term Effects of
Parental Divcrce on Young Adult Male Crime", revealed that
voung adults had the highest number of arrests when Lhey weare
from divorced or non-traditiconal familieg. The child's age at
the time of divorce was insignificant as the results indicated
that this factor was not related to the arrest rate.

The results of the third study, "Patterns cof Family
Instability and Crime: The Assgcciation of Timing of the
Family's Disrupticn with Subsequent Adolescent and Young Adoeli
Criminality", revealed the importance of the definition of the
broken home versus the stable homs, Classifying the home as
either broken or intact may not reveal other variables
raegarding the actual stability of the home. Other factors
afferting the chances of ID were SES, criminal behavior of the
farher, and age of the child at the time of divorce.

The results of this study suggested that youths who
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experienced significant changes in sociceconcmic status dua to
divorce had higher rates of criminasl activity. Additionaily,
the youths who experienced continued stability of SES during
and after the divoree had lower rates of criminal behavior.
The data regarding the effects on the c¢hild related to
the timing of the divorce are highly correlated with criminal
behavior. Overall, if the unstabhle family stzbilized before
the male reached age twelve, the associaticn was significant.

Instability during adolescence donstituted a  strong

gorrelation of criminal hehavior. Divorce coupled with one or

more changes within the family structure was related to the
highest level of delinguent behavior cbserved in this sample.

The design of the study used for this thesis was as
follews:

Sample: The sample consisted of sixty male youths between
the ages of twelve and fourteen, All subjects attended
middle schoonl in Vineland, New Jersey. The students were
sampled during homercom in order to c¢bktain a random
distribution.

Measures: The data used for this study included a twelve
gquestion self-raport in which the students were agked to
circle the correct response, The studénts were assured
ancnymity to prevent potential bias.

Design: This experiment was Jdesigned to generate datz fer
analysis using inferential statistics in order t¢o make

generalizations regarding the relationship between
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parental marital sgtatus and juvenile delingquency.
Hypotheses: The four examined in this study are as follows:
1. The samples representing the three structure groups
(married, divorced, or separated} are from populations
with unequal mean delinguent coffense rates.
2. The age of the child at the time of parental divorce
or separation has a differential effect on subseguent
delinguent behavior.
3. The parental education level hag a differentizl
effect on the child's subsequent delinguent activity.
4. The parental employment has a differential effect on
the child's subsegquent delinguent actiwity.
Analvsis: The data was analyzed using one-way ANOVA's and
two-teiled t-tests with a significance level of 0.05.

Congclusions

The results of this study reveal remarkable £indings
regarding how a child way bhe emotionally affected by the
separation of a parent. The following results were indicated:

1. The subjects from divorced and separated families

reported the highest number of delinquent offenses.

2. The subjects who experienced a parental breakup at

a vyoung age reported the highest number of
delinguent offenges.

3, The subjects who reported a history of delinguent

behavior reported & lower mean patermal education

level than those without reported delingquent
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behavior.

1. The subjectz whe reported a history of delinguent
pehavior reported statistically eguel parental
amploymant wmeans to  those withouwt  reportead
delinguent behavior.

Digcumss an

The cffects of four separate parental factera in a
child'es Llife were examined fCor associabtion with reportad
delingquent activity. A nurber of statistically significant
results were Eound. These are summarized below, and
thacretical implications are discussed.

Hvoorhesis #1 - Parental Marital Stabus The mean numbezr of

affenges par subjact was assoclated with the type of Eamily
structure (married, diverced or separated)  The gubjects from
divorced and separaced families reported higher number cof
delinguent of fensasa than the subjects from married families.
From =a theorstical perspesctive, the problems [acing the
single-parent family are some of the same problems fzcing the
nuclear family, but in this case thers is wore likely only one
parent to handle them. The stress and hardships of being a
gingle parent may be compoundaed if the children are forced to
change achools, leave c:-lci friends, and adijust Tgo a new
noighborhood. These factors can lead Lo problamg in schosl,
emotional withdrawal, deviant bshavior, and JD.

Mypothesis $£2 . ] at the Ti

The age of the subject at the tima cof divorce or
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separation was differentially related to the number of
offepgeg committed. The subjechs who experienced a parental
breakup at & younyg age reported the highest pumbar af
delingqueny offenses.

Thase findinge support the resulte by Wadsworth (1979),
who reportad that gerious forms of criminal activity were
areoriated with males who experienced family disruption in
early <¢hildhood. In contrary Lo Wadsworth, the Dindings
raportad by Offord, Allen, and Abrams {1978), and Mednick,
Rernick, and Baker {(19887) do not support the assoclation.

Ta ralation te the development of criminal behavior, pre-
adolescenees seems to be a pariod particularly sengitive to the
changes in the <onfiguration of the nuclaar Zamily. 1f
divorce or separation ocourg during  this  young  &nd
impressicnable period, the ¢hild 1s less likely o ba
supervised due to only onme parent residing in the househoid.

Alse, a youngar child will have less exposure time to the
authoritarizn parent than an ¢lder child, and iz less 1likaly
to have Tformed a positive moral pattern of behavior.
Therefora, the younger child ig more Likely to search outgide
of the nuclear family for rols models to provide support and
gquidance. Children of single parentd of the opposite =sex
usually have to look to the c¢oumunity for the same sex rele
modal . According to the role theory, this scenaric can be 2
braading ground Tor delingquency.

The current generaticn of juvenlle delinguents appsar tao
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be committing more seriocus offenses at earlier ages than
previous generations. Therefore, the need to form pesitive
behavior patterns at =arlier ages may be wore critical now
than during the two aforementioned gtudies which do not
support the relationship.

Hvpothegis #3_ - Parental BEducation Level The parental

education level has a differential effect on the subjects’
reported delinguent activity. The subjecte who reported a
history of delinguent behavior reported a lower mean paternal
aducation level than those without reported dJelinguent
behavior, while the mean matermal education level of the two
groups did not significantly differ.

The existence of a relationship between the male subjects
and their father's education ceombined with the lack of a
relationship with their mother's education suggests that the
father plays the dominant role in getting achievement
standards. Therefore, the most common type of family breakup,
involving mother custody, means that the child's same-sex role
medel has essentially departed so the mother is the primary
adult role model. Although females have approached egquality
with males in the workplace, they still trail behind in
measures of pay and perceived authority.

The negative relationship found between male delinquency
and the subjects' paternal education level wmay be relatad to
the lower income pobential associated with lower education

levels. Less income to the family is gemerally an indicator

39



of the presence of an increased number of stressors -
economic, emotional, and physical - in the lives of parents
and children. All of these stressors tend to interfere with
the quality of c¢hild rearing conditionz. TLess disposable
income may also cause the child to turn to crime in order to
obtaln desired material goods.

B thegs] - Par mplo The subjects who
reported a history of delinquent behavior had statistically
equal parental employment means to those without reported
delinquent behavior. 2 potential reason for the lack of a
relationship is the lack of specific employment informaticn
obtained from the self-report. The self-report only addressged
the =xistence or lack of employment, and did not differentiate
between employment types such as blue collar factory worker or
white ¢ollar professional due to the potential for erroneous
data. Many children cannot accurately describe their parents
occupations in terms of skill level or position.

The relationship between delinguency and employment was
examined to address several theories. If a parent or parents
are not employed, there may be less disposzable income for the
family, and the child may consider theft in order to phtain
material goods.

In contrast, if both parents are full-time employed, the
child is less likely to be superviged. In thigs case, there
may be more time for undesired peer contact and delinguent

getivity. Also, there is less time for the child to learn
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acceptable behavior patterns from exposure to the parental
role model.
Implications for Future Research

The results of this study suggest that fubture research
showuld measure the association of other wvariazbles that may
also be present in a broken home environment. Several of
these are discussed below.

Parental criminality was not measured in thig study due
to the high potential for errcnecus data. It is unlikely that
the subjects providing the self-report information would have
known this aspect of parental history. It ig posgible that a
part of the reason for the observed assoclation between the
parental breakup and juvenile delinguency could be contributed
to the fact rthat mnonintact families tend to include a
disproporticnate number of criminal fathers.

Thig study did not attempt to identify the c¢hild's
guardian before or after the breakup. Examples of different
cquardians include single mother, single father, step-parents,
grandparents, foster home, and/or gtate guardianship. It is
likely that each one of these scenarios would have a
differential affect on the child's 3Ieng-term bkehavior
patterns, including delinguent actiwvity.

The study did not measure the age of the c¢hild during the
first incident of delinguent behavior, or the time elapsed
between the parental breakup and the first incident. The

study algo did not consider parental conflict which may have
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axisted in the married group, but did not result in divorce or
ceparatiun. The circumstances and family stability prior to
the divorcs also were pob considered.  Simply coding the
subjects as being from either an intact or broken home
obscureg data concerning the stability of the family. For
example, after the breakup some familieg way bhecome more
stabie, while others may continue in even more pronounced
patterng of instability.

Although such information s difficult to oblain and
cuantify, these factors should be considered when attempting
to rationalize or pradict a particular child's propensity

toward delinment activity.
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APPEMDIX A

Self Report Questiommnalre
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THESTS IRE

Pleagse answer the following 12 questions. ‘thig guestiomnalre is
totally anonymous, S0 do not write your name on this paper. You
will be provided fiftecen minutes. If you need a uestion
clarified, please ask the person administrating the ¢uastionnaire.
Thank ycu for your time and sincerity.

1. Have you ever been in trouble with the law? ¥ N
2. If vou answered yeg Lo ¢(uastion one, please
circle how many Limes you have been in 1 2 3 4
Lroulle with the law. 5 oY more
3, What type of offense(s) did you commit? Theft
Curfaw
Drugs/Alcohol
Viglenos
Othar(s)
4. Are your parents divorced? Y N

5. If you answered yes to guestion 4, please
cirecle how many vears they have bheen divoresd. 1 2 3 4 5
e 7 8 % 10
i1 12 13 14
6. Are your parents geparated? 4 N

7. TIf yvou answarad yes to question &, please

¢ircle how many years they have been seperated. 1 2 2 a4 5
& 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14
8. Does vour mother work? ¥ N
g. If you answered ves to gquestion §, pleasa Part time
circle how often your mother works. Full time
10. Doez your fathay work? Y 1)
17, IFf you answered yves to question 10, please Part time
circle how often your father works, Full time
MOTHER EAVIER
12. Please circle the highegt level
of education completed by your Elementary Elementaxy
parentg, High School High School
Trade School Trades School

2 Year College| 2 Year Callege
4 Year Collage| 4 Year College



	The effects of single parenthood on juvenile delinquency
	Recommended Citation

	SINGLE PARENT JUVENILE DELIN.

